
LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
_________________________________________________

for August 18, 2004 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

P.A.S.:  Change of Zone #04042 - Signs 

PROPOSAL: Text amendments to :

Zoning, Title 27 LMC; 
Chapter 27.69.049 H-3 signs
Chapter 27.69.270 Other Permitted Signs

CONCLUSION: These amendments would make very limited and targeted changes to
the sign ordinance to legalize the current Anderson Ford message
center sign.  This size message center is not justified, sets a very poor
precedent to add larger signs in other locations and zoning districts, and
in the case of the existing signs, adds to light pollution that will likely have
a negative impact on the endangered Salt Creek Tiger Beetle.  For
these reasons it should be denied. 

RECOMMENDATION:  Denial of the attached text

HISTORY: The referenced sections of the zoning text have been in place since 1979.

ANALYSIS:

1. The applicant is requesting changes to the sign section for the H -3 District to allow a 240
square foot message center within 660 feet of an Interstate Highway. The reason for the
request is to legalize an existing sign for Anderson Ford at North 27th and Interstate 80.

2. The applicant states a sign permit was issued for the existing sign in December 2000 and
Building and Safety did not notify the applicant until a letter was sent on February 2004. 

3. Building and Safety has indicated the permit was issued in error to a licensed sign
contractor who should have known it was not a legal sign.  After it was erected and discovered
to be in error in 2001, Building and Safety did contact the sign contractor and the land owner
to advise them the sign was not legal. 

4. The City has received numerous complaints about the size, location and light levels of  the
existing sign.  Several other businesses have asked if they can have a similar sign. Based on
complaints, the letter of February 2004 was sent.
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5. The current limit of 80 square foot of area for a sign that blinks and flashes has been part
of the code since 1979 and is applied across the city except for the Downtown B-4 district.

6. Provision of this request for additional electronic signing raises the question of making the
same opportunity available for other zoning districts.

7. Most of the Interstate interchanges for Lincoln (with the exception of the Waverly exit and
the I -180 exit) have H-3 in place and could utilize this provision. Freeway interchanges are
especially poor locations for motorists to be distracted by large changable messages.

8. Light pollution is a city wide issue but is much more sensitive in the area of the Salt Creek
Tiger Beetle since it has been shown to be attracted to light. The existing sign is within one
mile of, and visible from, existing known beetle habitat.

9. The City Attorney’s office has suggested alternative language, and a draft Ordinance,  if the
City chooses to approve the text amendment. 

10. The impact and potential impact of this change is such that the change of zone should be
denied. The existing sign should be removed. An error by a building official does not legalize
an action. After four years of use, it is now time to come into conformance with the  code and
the rest of the City.

Prepared by:

_______________
Mike DeKalb, AICP, 441-6370, mdekalb@ci.lincoln.ne.us
Planner
August 2, 2004 

APPLICANT: Anderson Ford
2500 Wildcat Dr.
Lincoln, NE 68521
(402) 458 - 9800

CONTACT: W. Michael Morrow, Attorney
P.O. Box 83439
Lincoln, NE 68501
(402) 474 - 1731
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